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ness of expecting any genuine amendment from the
king. On the same clay, Charles appeared at the
House \vith a bodyguard to arrest his enemies, but
they had already found a safe retreat in the city, and
the attempt did the royal cause even greater harm
than the impeachment had clone already. For the
king had but recently pledged his word for the
personal safety of the members, and his action thus
made it evident that no reliance could be placed
upon his oath, while its utter failure made him the
laughing stock of his capital. By these two acts,
moreover, the party of conciliation was effectually
destined ; henceforward all men were either royalists
or parliamentarians, all were striving in fact for the
absolute triumph of one party or the other, and, while
the Commons hastily passed a bill for securing for
themselves the control of the militia needed in
Ireland, the king left London for the north. To a
measure which would have made the Parliament
absolutely supreme, and destroyed the most ancient
and undoubted prerogative of the Crown, the royal
assent was naturally refused, and, indeed, the very
introduction of the Militia Bill was a confession that
war was inevitable. On the one hand, the (commons
began to mobilise the trainbands on their own
authority ; on the other, Charles, declaring the king-
dom to be in danger, issued commissions of array.
The governor of Hull, acting upon orders from
London, refused to allow the king to take possession
of the military stores under his care ; small conflicts
occurred all over the country, and a state of open
rebellion already existed, when the royal standard